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Snowboarding                                           

International Federation/Governing Body 
International Ski Federation (FIS) 

Marc Hodler House, 

Blochstrasse 2, CH-3653 Oberhofen/Thunersee, Switzerland 

Telephone:  (41-33 244-6161 

Fax:   (41-33 244-6171 

Website: www.fis-ski.com  

 

 

 

Competition Officials 
 Ashley Crawford  φ GOC Venue and Sports Director   

  Bob Whitehead  φ SOI Technical Delegate 

  Sven Knupp  φ SOI Technical Delegate 

 Doug Sato  φ Sports Commissioner 

  TBD   φ Chief of Race 

 

Introduction to the Venue                               
Sun Valley Resort - Dollar Mountain 

Website:  www.sunvalley.com 

   

There can only be one original ski resort, and since 1936, Sun 

Valley has held that distinction. Born out of a desire to bring the 

magic of the European ski resorts to America, Sun Valley quickly 

became a phenomenon.                                

{ǳƴ ±ŀƭƭŜȅΩǎ 5ƻƭƭŀǊ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘ ǎƴƻǿƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƻǇ ǘƻ ōƻǘǘƻƳΦ  Forty-four York 

Safyr Snow Gun Towers and new snowmaking infrastructure have been ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŜŘ ƻƴ ŦƻǳǊ ǊǳƴǎΣ {ŜǇǇΩǎ .ƻǿƭΣ {ŜǇǇΩǎ 

Road, Dollar Face, Old Bowl Lane and Race Hill. 

Lots of Sun Valley sunshine graces this 2023.26 meters (6,638 feet), treeless mountain with seven lifts and a lift 

capacity of 3,400 skiers per hour. 

5ƻƭƭŀǊ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴΩǎ ōŀǎŜ ƭƻŘƎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ 7924.8 square meters (26,000 square-feet) family center, opened in 2004 

and completes the ultimate ski experience for all ages ς and ideal winter playground for the young and young at 

heart. 

The temperature at this venue typically ranges between -15 degrees Celsius to 10 degrees Celsius (5 degrees 

Fahrenheit to 50 degrees Fahrenheit). 

http://www.fis-ski.com/
http://www.sunvalley.com/
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Summit Elevation: 2023.13 meters (6,638 feet) 

Vertical Rise: 297.48 meters (976 feet) 

Vertical Meters/Feet- 191.4 meters (628 feet)   

 

Races will be held on Dollar Face and finishing on Poverty Flats. This run is accessed off of the Dollar Lift 

high-speed quad lift and the Quarter Dollar Lift. 

 

Events  
Novice, Intermediate and Advanced 

Super-G (SG) 

Giant Slalom (GS) 

Slalom (SL) 

 

Schedules (Subject to change) 
Practice Information 

There will be no official practice scheduled. 

 

Competition 

Date Time Event 

8 February 2009 9:15-11:30 Assessments (All levels) 

8 February 2009 12:30-16:00 Divisioning (All levels), Giant Slalom 

9 February 2009 9:15-13:15 Finals (All levels), Giant Slalom 

9 February 2009 13:25-16:00 Finals (All levels), Super G 

9 February 2009 17:00 Awards (All levels), Super G and Giant Slalom 

10 February 2009 9:15-15:15 Divisioning (All levels), Slalom 

11 February 2009 9:15-15:15 Finals / Awards (All levels), Slalom 

12 February 2009   9:15-15:15 Make-up Day 

 

Award ceremonies will be held at the end of each finals day. 

 

Head Coaches Meetings 

Each head coach must attend the Head Coaches Meetings during the Games.  Minutes shall be published and be 

made available at the Sports Information Desk and at Delegation Hotels. 

 

Competition Rules 
The Official Special Olympics Sports Rules will govern all Special Olympics Snowboarding competition.  As an 

international sports program, Special Olympics has created these rules based upon International Federation of 

Skiing (FIS) rules for Snowboarding.  FIS rules will be employed except when there is a conflict with the Official SO 
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Winter Sports dated 31 January 2008.  In such cases, the Official Special Olympics Sports Rules will apply. 

 

Assessment 

Delegations should properly assess the ŀǘƘƭŜǘŜǎΩ ŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƎƛǎter in the appropriate ability class.  All athletes 

will be assessed on the Novice Giant Slalom course.  If the ability of the athlete does not match the venue 

difficulty, the athlete will be moved to the appropriate level determined by the Assessment Committee.  The 

Assessment Committee consists of the TD, Referee and the Chief of Race. 

 

Skier Escorts 

Skier escorts will be allocated to those athletes who cannot get on or off the ski lift on their own.  The escorts will 

lead the athletes from the lift station to the starting area every day.  Lǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻŀŎƘŜǎΩ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ to supervise 

skier escorts throughout the day. 

 

Divisioning 

Athletes will be divisioned according to Special Olympics Rules during the 2009 World Games to ensure fair 

competition.  The divisioning process will make every attempt to yield no fewer than three and no more than 

eight athletes/teams per division.  Athletes will be divisioned by gender, age and ability; with ability being the 

primary factor. 

 

If after the divisioning round, the coach feels that the score/time ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǘƘƭŜǘŜΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅΣ ǘhe coach 

may make an adjustment by completing the improved performance form found at the Sports Information Desk. 

 

Divisioning of athletes into final competition will be done utilizing the Games Management System (GMS) and is 

not subject to protest. 

 

General Rules/Modifications/Clarifications 

a. FIS rules offer Special Olympics athletes and competition directors the benefits of standardized Snowboard 

competitions worldwide.  It must be remembered that FIS rules were written to govern competitions for 

high ability athletes only.  A small percentage of Special Olympics athletes acquired such a high level of skill.  

Therefore, it is to assess all Special Olympics athletes on SnƻǿōƻŀǊŘ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŜŜǘ ŀǘƘƭŜǘŜǎΩ abilities.  

FIS regulations for Snowboarding (number of gates, vertical gate combinations and vertical drop) require 

courses on terrain which in most cases are too steep and long for sliders of lower abilities.  Special Olympics 

Snowboard courses have been modified from the FIS rules to accommodate the athletes.  The rules for 

setting courses, that is, number of gates, distance from turning pole to turning pole, start and finish area 

requirements, remain largely the same as FIS rules.  Specific Snowboard modifications shall replace FIS 

requirements as stated in the Official Special Olympics Winter Sports Rules. 

b. Divisioning 

1) Novice, Intermediate and Advanced competitors shall have two runs on a modified Giant Slalom 
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course of the appropriate ability level, with the fastest time used to determine their division for 

ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴΦ  LŦ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŎŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜǊΩǎ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ǇŜǊƳƛǘǎΣ ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘǊƛŀƭǎ may be 

conducted for Slalom, Giant Slalom and Super G.  In the first run of competition in each division, the 

fastest divisioning time starts first, slowest last. 

c. Start Areas: All start areas shall be flat, enabling the athletes to stand in the start in either a relaxed or ready 

position.  Care should be given for providing easy access to this area as well as securing the area from the 

flow of general public skier traffic. 

d. Two-Minute Rule: During competition, if the competitor moved out of the general direction of the line of the 

course (falls or misses a gate, etc.) the athlete shall have two (2) minutes from the time of the deviation to 

re-enter the course.  A competitor who fails to adhere to this two-minute time limit, or receives assistance of 

any kind, shall be disqualified.  Disqualification shall be determined on the gate card by the gate judge 

assigned to the gate closest to where the infraction occurred.  The gate judge is responsible for timing the 

two (2) minutes. 

e. Start Command: For all Special Olympics Snowboard events at each ability level, the start command shall be 

ŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿǎΥ  άрΦпΦоΦнΦмΦ DhΗέ  ¢ƘŜ ǘƛƳŜǊ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǘƘƭŜǘŜΩǎ ŦǊƻƴǘ boot crosses the start line, or when 

the electric timing wand is activated. 

f. Gate Line: The gate line is determined by the turning pole. 

g. /ƻǊǊŜŎǘ tŀǎǎŀƎŜΥ ! ƎŀǘŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘƭȅ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƻǊΩǎ ǎƴƻǿōƻŀǊŘ ǘƛǇ and both feet have 

passed the gate line, the snowboard tip and feet must pass the original gate. 

h. In the event that a competitor removes a pole ŦǊƻƳ ƛǘǎ ǾŜǊǘƛŎŀƭ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƻǊΩǎ ǎƴƻǿōƻŀǊŘ ǘƛǇ 

and both feet have passed the gate line, the snowboard tip and feet must pass the original gate line.  

 

Event Modifications 

a. Giant Slalom and Slalom 

1)  Giant Slalom and Slalom races will consist of two timed runs.  The combined times will determine the 

results for awards. 

2)  A course reset for the second run will be determined by the jury. 

оύ  Lƴ Dƛŀƴǘ {ƭŀƭƻƳ ŀƴŘ {ƭŀƭƻƳ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŀǘƘƭŜǘŜΩǎ competition order will run numerically (by bib number) 

on run number one.  The order of athletes will be reversed for run number Disqualified competitors may 

have a second run, but they will run at the end of their divisions. 

 

Other Important Instructions 

A staging area ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦǘ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻŀŎƘŜǎΩ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ take the athletes to this 

area in accordance with the information on roll call.  Competition officials will generally escort athletes to the 

Start Gate (including riding on and getting off the lift). 

 

When coaches wish to accompany the athletes to the start point, the coaches must notify the Competition 

Officials at the coaches meeting the evening before, and report to the staging tent the day of. 



- 5 - 

All athletes must wear helmets during competition and all training sessions. 

 

Coaches are not allowed to enter the competition area during competitions except the start and finish areas, 

unless approved. 

 

Uniform Information 
Requirements 

 .There will be no advertising/commercial messaging on the uniform, per General Rules, Section 4.08(a) ה

 A helmet appropriate for alpine ski racing is required to be worn by all competitors during the Slalom, Giant ה

Slalom and Super Giant Slalom events.  Helmets are also required during all training. 

 The athlete will have a bib number assigned to them to wear at all times during a competition.  When not ה

actually competing in a race, the athlete must wear their credential in full view at all times. 

 

Equipment Information 
Requirements 

  .Athletes must provide their own snowboards and boots ה

  .Snowboards must meet the International Federation Standards (FIS) ה

 

Equipment Rental (charged) 

All delegations are required to bring all equipment necessary for competition. In the emergency event that your 

competition equipment is lost in transit, damaged, etc.Σ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ Ƴŀȅ ǇǊƻŎǳǊŜŘ ŀǘ tŜǘŜ [ŀƴŜΩǎ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ {ǇƻǊǘǎ 

Dollar Mountain, located in Dollar Mountain Lodge. 

 

tŜǘŜ [ŀƴŜΩǎ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŜǉǳƛǇǇŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘǳƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇŀƛǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǎƪƛǎ ǘƻ ǎƴƻǿōƻŀǊŘǎΦ ¢ŜŎƘƴƛŎƛŀƴǎ Ŏŀƴ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳ ŀƭƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ 

including waxing, sharpening, base-grinding, base repairs, mounting, re-mounting, binding testing, parts 

replacement (dependant on availability) at standard costs. Depending on volume, services can be performed 

immediately or on a several-day basis.  Repair and maintenance costs vary depending on the condition of the 

equipment. 

 

tŜǘŜ [ŀƴŜΩǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀ ǿƛŘŜ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴg and essentials, as well as hard goods.  From souvenirs and clothing 

for the elements to the latest in ski and snowboard equipment, you can find everything you need for the slopes in 

the shop.  The friendly staff is knowledgeable in boot fitting, ski and board selection, and outerwear. 

 

Wax Room 

A waxing area will be available in the athlete locker room at the competition venue.  Delegations need to bring 

their own wax. 
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Health and Safety 

It is the coachesΩ responsibility to make sure athletes are properly hydrated, use adequate amounts of sun screen 

and have proper eye protection for Snowboarding. 

 

 


