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Floor Hockey 

International Federation/Governing Body 
Special Olympics Inc.  

1133 19th Street N.W. 

Washington, DC 20036 USA 

Telephone: (202) 628-3630 

Fax:  (202) 824-0200 

Website: www.specialolympics.org  

 

 

Competition Officials 

Jesus Cabrera  φ GOC Venue and Sports Director 

  Jim Day  φ SOI Technical Delegate 

Todd Horton  φ Sports Commissioner 

Neal Johnson  φ Chief Referee  

   

Introduction to the Venue 
Expo Idaho (The Fairgrounds) 

Website: www.expoidaho.com 

 

Expo Idaho's 97.13 hectares (240 acres) includes 

exhibition halls, livestock pavilions, a 5,000-seat 

Grandstand and horse racing every summer. Home 

of the largest event in Idaho, the Western Idaho Fair, 

patrons are entertained year-round by sporting 

competitions, livestock and dog shows, circuses, 

weddings and receptions, conferences and all 

different kinds of trade shows. 

 

Expo Idaho transforms into a practical Floor Hockey arena during the Games, featuring seven courts for 

competition.  The courts, 27 meters (90 feet) long and 15 meters (50 feet) wide, conform to official Floor Hockey 

standards.  

 

Events 
Team Competition  

Male (Note: Co-ed Teams will be considered Male Teams) 

Female  

Unified Team Competition  

http://www.specialolympics.org/
http://www.expoidaho.com/
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Schedules (Subject to change) 
Practice Information 

Date Time Event 

February 4, 2009        TBD (No services available) 

February 5, 2009        08:00-11:30  (No services available) 

February 5, 2009        12:00-17:00* (No services available) 

 

*Scrimmages will be scheduled during the afternoon practice shift to assist with the divisioning/assessments 

process. 

 

Warm-up 

Upon arriving at the field of play, until five minutes prior to the start of the game, players are allowed to warm up 

on the field of play.  A buzzer will sound at the end of the warm up time (five minutes before each game). Each 

ǘŜŀƳ Ƴǳǎǘ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ǿŀǊƳƛƴƎ ǳǇ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōǳȊȊŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘ ŀƭƭ ǇǳŎƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭΩǎ 

table. Players registered in the first line, of the first period, shall remain on the court and all remaining players will 

proceed to their team bench. 

 

Competition 

Athletes shall arrive at the competition venue one hour prior to their scheduled game time. Warm-ups will be 

allowed, time permitting, prior to the start of each teams scheduled match on the assigned court.  Preparation 

for each game, such as getting dressed in uniforms, putting on mandatory safety equipment and stretching should 

be accomplished in the locker rooms. 

 

Date Time Event 

6 February 2009 12:00-17:00 Divisioning (All Teams) 

7 February 2009 18:30-21:30 Divisioning 

8 February 2009 08:00-20:00 Divisioning (All Teams) / Preliminary Competition 

9 February 2009 08:00-20:00 Preliminary Competition 

10 February 2009 08:00-20:00 Preliminary Competition 

11 February 2009 08:00-20:00 Final Competition 

12 February 2009 08:00-20:00 Final Competition / Awards Ceremonies 

13 February 2009 08:00-16:00 Final Competition / Awards Ceremonies 

 

An Awards Ceremony for each division shall be conducted; medals will be awarded to teams that finish first, 

second and third.  Ribbons will be awarded to teams that finish fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth. No award 

for unsportsmanlike or honest effort violations. 
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Head Coaches Meetings 

Each head coach must attend the Head Coaches Meetings during the Games.  Minutes shall be published and be 

made available at the Sports Information Desk and at Delegation Hotels. 

 

Competition Rules 
The Floor Hockey competition will be conducted according to the SOI Winter Sports Rules, (dated 31 January 

2008), and these Game regulations shall also be applied. 

 

General Rules/Modifications/Clarifications 

In accordance with the Special Olympics International official sports specific Floor Hockey rules (dated 31 January 

2008); 

Section C, 2 - 4 Equipment:  Each team is responsible to furnish their own equipment in accordance with the 

rules, including all required protective equipment. 

нΦ {ǘƛŎƪǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƎƻŀƭƪŜŜǇŜǊǎΩ ǎǘƛŎƪ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŀ ǊƻŘ ƻǊ ŘƻǿŜƭ ƳŀŘŜ ƻŦ ǿƻƻŘ ŀƴŘκƻǊ ŦƛōŜǊƎƭŀǎǎ ŎƻƴŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŘƛƳensions: 

a. Circumference: 7.5 - 10cm (3-4"). 

b. Length: 90-мрлŎƳ όоέ-рέ). 

c. The non-ƘŀƴŘƭŜ ŜƴŘ όƛΦŜΦ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ƻǊ ŦƭƻƻǊ ŜƴŘύ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǎǘƛŎƪǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƎƻŀƭƪŜŜǇŜǊǎΩ ǎǘƛŎƪǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǊƻǳƴŘŜŘ-off. The stick must be of 

a uniform thickness over the entire length. No tape, string, or other object is allowed that will increase the diameter on the bottom of the 

stick. 

оΦ ¢ƘŜ ƎƻŀƭƪŜŜǇŜǊΩǎ ǎǘƛŎƪ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛŎŜ ƘƻŎƪŜȅ ƎƻŀƭƪŜŜǇŜǊΩǎ ǎǘƛŎƪΦ ¢ƘŜ ōƭŀŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎƻŀƭƪŜŜǇŜǊΩǎ ǎǘƛŎƪ Ƴǳǎǘ ƴƻǘ Ŝxceed 8.9cm (3 

1/2") in wiŘǘƘ ŀǘ ŀƴȅ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŜƭ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ Ƴǳǎǘ ƴƻǘ ŜȄŎŜŜŘ ммΦпŎƳ όпмκнϦύ ƛƴ ǿƛŘǘƘΤ ƴƻǊ Ƴǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻŀƭƪŜŜǇŜǊΩǎ ǎǘƛŎƪ ŜȄŎŜŜŘ 

39.3cm (15 1/2") in length from the heel to the end of the blade. There is to be no measurement of the curvature of the blade on the 

ƎƻŀƭƪŜŜǇŜǊΩǎ ǎǘƛŎƪΦ !ƭƭ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƛŎƪ ŀǊŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ŀ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀōƭŜ ǇŜƴŀƭǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜ widened 

ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎƻŀƭƪŜŜǇŜǊΩǎ ǎǘƛŎƪ ŜȄǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŀŦǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōƭŀŘŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƴƻǘ ŜȄǘŜƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ссŎƳ όнсϦύ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƘŜel and must not 

exceed 8.9cm (3 1/2") in width. 

4. Protective Equipment: The goalkeeper must wear a helmet with a face mask and protective gloves. The goalkeeper will be allowed to 

wear regulation-size ice hockey goalkeeper pads and gloves or some reasonable facsimile thereof (i.e. street hockey pads, cricket pads, 

baseball glove). The leg guards worn by goalkeepers must not exceed 31cm (12") in extreme width when on the leg of the player. All other 

players are required to wear helmets with face masks or shields that cover the entire face and shin guards to ensure safety. Proper athletic 

footwear such as running shoes must be worn by all persons on the playing surface during play. Black soled shoes are discouraged since 

they will mark the playing surface. Protective gloves and elbow pads are recommended. 

Section E, Rules of Competition: 

Para 1,a,4:  Teams must comply with the equal playing rule for all players on the team. 

4) By the completion of the game, the total number of lines played by any one player, excluding a goalkeeper who is designated to play the 

entire game, must not exceed the total number of lines played by any other teammate by more than one line. The goalkeeper may play the 

entire game or may alternate playing time with another goalkeeper. If two goalkeepers are designated during the same game, by 

completion of the game, they must have played within one line of each other. 

Para 1,a5,e:  Teams must comply with the substitution rule. 

e) Only players dressed for the current game (maximum of 16) aǊŜ ǇŜǊƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƛǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ ōŜƴŎƘΦ 
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Players not in the current game will be listed on the bottom of the score sheet as substitutes and are out 

for the current game. If a team contains substitutes, the minimum they must be rotated is each game. Prior 

to each game the referees will check for proper equipment. 

Para 1,b,4:  Teams must play each player on the team during each classification round / game.  If a team 

contains 2 goalies, both goalies, must play during classification game.   

4) In the classification rounds, teams will play one or more games with each game lasting at least six minutes. Each team will be required to 

play all of the players whose Individual Skills Contest scores were submitted to comprise the team score. 

Para 1,g,6:  In an effort to control rough play, the Head Coach is responsible for the teamsΩ conduct. 

6) The teams conduct before, during, and after the game is the responsibility of the head coach. If the referee 

ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ Ǉƭŀȅ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǊƻǳƎƘ ƻǊ ƛƴŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŦŜǊee will give the head coach one warning and 

then the head coach may be subject to a 1-minute penalty for unsportsmanlike conduct. If the problem persists 

the head coach may receive a two-minute major penalty and be removed from the game. 

 

Competition Format 

Divisions and Game schedules shall be determined utilizing the divisioning process as stated in the SOI Winter 

Sports Rules (dated 31 January 2008).  Preliminary and final round robin competition shall be conducted in each 

division and by this ranking, placement shall be determined for the medal competition. 

 

Field of Play/Competition Area (Courts) 

The Field of play (a court) shall be 27 meters (90feet) long and 15 meters (50 feet) wide; seven courts will be set 

up in the Exhibition Halls of Expo Idaho (two in the North Building, three in the Center Building and two in the 

South Building). The playing surface will be covered with a smooth sports surface and boundary boards will be 

constructed around each court. 

 

Team Benches 

Team benches shall be set up on both sides of the Official Bench on each court. 

 

Penalty Boxes  

Penalty Boxes ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳ ōŜƴŎƘŜǎΣ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭΩǎ ǘŀōƭŜΦ 

 

Arrival at Venue 

Teams must arrive at the venue at least one hour before the scheduled start of their game.  Thirty (30) minutes 

before the game, the team must be in uniform and check in at the Sports Information Desk.  The team will wait in 

the Athlete Locker Room until asked to move into the Warm-up/Competition Staging area. 

 

Score Sheet  

Each team shall submit a properly completed score sheet to the officials table a minimum of 30 minutes prior to 

the scheduled start of their game.  If a team does not submit the score sheet on time, penalties will be assessed 
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in accordance with Special Olympics Floor Hockey rules. 

 

Forfeited Games 

Any team that fails to arrive for a scheduled game shall be subject to a forfeiture.  Ten minutes after the game 

start time, any team not at the field of play and prepared to compete will forfeit that game; unless their absence is 

deemed an act out of their control as determined by the Competition Officials.  The gamesΩ officials will make the 

decision and note the score sheets accordingly.  If forfeiture occurs, the official result of the forfeited game shall 

reflect a loss to the forfeited team.  If both of the scheduled teams fail to appear for a scheduled game, each 

team shall receive a forfeiture and no points will be awarded.  

 

Uniform Information 
Requirements 

Everyone on a team shall wear the same type and color uniforms with numbers in accordance with Special 

Olympics Floor Hockey rules. 

 .There will be no advertising/commercial messaging on the uniform, per General Rules, Section 4.08(a) ה

  .The uniforms (jerseys/shirt and pants/shorts) must be the same colors and designs for all team members ה

 It is recommended that each team have two sets of solid colored jerseys/shirts: a light-colored set when ה

ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ άƘƻƳŜ ǘŜŀƳΣέ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŘŀǊƪ-ŎƻƭƻǊŜŘ ǎŜǘ ǿƘŜƴ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ άǾƛǎƛǘƛƴƎ ǘŜŀƳΦέ 

 The 15 ς 20 centimeters (6 inches-8 inches) numbers must appear on the back of jersey/shirt, no two players ה

can wear the same number.  

 .When not actually competing, the athlete must wear their credential in full view at all times ה

 

Equipment Information 
Requirements 

All equipment used during the games must adhere to the SOI Winter Sports Rules, (dated 31 January 2008).  The 

referees shall inspect the equipment prior to the beginning of each game.  Any equipment deemed in violation 

shall not be used during the Games. 

 

Health and Safety 

Lǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻŀŎƘŜǎΩ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ athletes are properly hydrated. 


