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2009 Special Olympics World Winter Games 
Delegation Update Issue 4 ς August 2008 

                                                       
 

The Delegation Update is published by the Delegation Services Department by the 2009 Special 
Olympics World Winter Games Organizing Committee (GOC). We ask each Head of Delegation 
(HOD) and National Director to ensure this information is shared with all World Winter Games 
participants. 
 
We encourage you to forward any comments or questions concerning the Delegation Update either 
to your Regional Sports director or directly to Delegation Services at 
delegationservices@2009WorldGames.org  
 
This issue (Issue 4, August 2008) will include important information about the following: 

1. International Athlete Artwork Commemorative Print 
2. Family Registration Information 
3. Airline Information 
4. Additional Staff Fee 
5. HOD Feedback 
6. Host Town Reminders 
7. Visa Information 
8. Games Registration Materials Due Date- Reminder 
9. Sports Focus- September Delegation Update 
10. Vaccines 
11. Advanced Delegate Meeting 
12. Guest Program 
13. Deadline Reminders 
 

1. International Athlete Artwork Commemorative Print 
 
The 2009 Special Olympics World Winter Games is creating an International Athlete Artwork 
Commemorative Print in conjunction with Special Olympics athletes from programs across the 
globe.  The Games Organizing Committee (GOC) is requesting Special Olympics programs 
around the world to encourage athletes to submit artwork for the Commemorative Print 
Project.   Using the image of the World Winter Games logo (see below), athletes are asked to 
portray their version of the World Winter Games logo through the eyes of their Special 
Olympics program.  Inspiration can come from their sports, from their cultures or from just 
plain pure creativity.   Submissions may be created in all mediums, including but not limited to 
drawings, paintings, photographs or sculptures.   Sculptures or other 3-dimensional 
submissions will be photographed for inclusion.   All submissions will be considered for 
inclusion in the Commemorative Print, and will become the property of the 2009 Special 
Olympics World Winter Games and will not be returned.  With the help of Special Olympics 
athletes around the world, the GOC will assemble a comprehensive collage featuring the 
artwork received that will be available for sale during the World Winter Games in February 
2009.  Please send ORIGINAL ARTWORK via direct mail to the following address postmarked no 
later than September 30, 2008:  
Send submissions to: 

mailto:delegationservices@2009WorldGames.org
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2009 Special Olympics World Winter Games  
Attn:  Heather Hill 
3150 W. Main Street Boise, Idaho USA 83702 
Contact:  Justine Sgalio at Justine.Sgalio@2009WorldGames.org 
 

 
 

2. Family Registration Information 
 

The Family Services Department is committed to providing hospitality and information to the 
families of the 2009 Special Olympics World Games. The World Winter Games Organizing 
Committee (GOC) is expecting family members from over 100 countries and we hope you are 
among them!    
The time to register as a family is NOW! The deadline for Family Registration is 30 November 
2008.  
 
FAMILY MEMBERS ARE NOT ELIGIBLE TO PARTICIPATE IN THE HOST TOWN PROGRAM.  Please 
keep this in mind when making your reservations and plans.  
 
Registered family members will receive a credential that will allow you to attend Family Education 
Sessions, the Family Reception, and Family Night at Special Olympic Town, provide you with a ticket 
to Opening and Closing Ceremonies, a seat in Family Section at official venues and permit entrance 
into Family Lounges and the Family Welcome Center.  
 
Transportation is still being determined, and we will provide you more information as it becomes 
available. 
 
Families can register online at http://www.2009worldgames.org/family-services 
 
Please not that you must register as a family member in order to receive credentials that allow 
you to participate in family services sponsored activities.  
 
Please note that each Family member must submit a separate application in order to receive a 
family credential.   
A family member is defined as any one of the following: 

¶ The husband, wife, partner of the athlete 

mailto:Justine.Sgalio@2009WorldGames.org
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¶ A blood relative of the athlete (mother, father, child, sister, brother, grandparent, 

aunt, uncle, niece, nephew, cousin, a relative related by marriage or a partner of a 

blood relative) 

¶ !ƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǿƘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǘƘƭŜǘŜΩǎ ƭŜƎŀƭ ƎǳŀǊŘƛŀƴΣ ŦƻǎǘŜǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘ ƻǊ ŎŀǊŜ ƎƛǾŜǊ 

¶ An individual involved wƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀǘƘƭŜǘŜΩǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǊƻƭŜ 

There is no formal registration necessary for non-family members or friends who will attend the 
2009 Special Olympics World Games as a general spectator. 
 
Family reservations for Accommodations are available through InIdaho.com.  InIdaho.com can 
assist you in reserving Accommodations that are close to the official venues and transportation 
routes.  
Contact Inidaho.com at: 1-800-844-3246 or www.InIdaho.com and use the ŎƻŘŜ ΨWGFAMΩ ǘƻ 
make your reservations. 
 
The official airport for the 2009 Special Olympics World Winter Games is the Boise Airport where an 
information desk will be set up to assist families upon arrival. 
 
Families are responsible for making their own travel arrangements to and from Idaho, USA. 
The following is a list of events, official venues, dates, and locations to assist you in your scheduling: 
7 February 2009 - Opening Ceremony - Idaho Center (Nampa, Idaho, USA)  
13 February 2009 - Closing Ceremony - Idaho Center (Nampa, Idaho, USA) 
8 February 2009 competition begins: 

¶ Figure Skating ς Qwest Arena ( Boise, Idaho, USA) 

¶ Floor Hockey ς Expo Idaho (Boise, Idaho, USA ) 

¶ Speed Skating ς Idaho Ice World (Boise, Idaho USA) 

¶ Alpine Skiing- Bogus Basin Mountain Recreation Area (Boise, Idaho, USA) 

¶ Snowshoeing ς Ponderosa State Park (McCall, Idaho, USA) 

¶ Snowboarding ς Dollar Mountain (Sun Valley, Idaho, USA) 

¶ Cross-Country Skiing ς Sun Valley Resort Nordic Center (Sun Valley, Idaho, USA) 

 
3. Delegation Arrival and Departure Information 

Due to the limited number of flights in and out of Boise The 2009 GOC would like to receive 
Arrival and departure information as soon as possible.  If you have already booked your flight 
please send this information on to delegationservices@2009WorldGames.org immediately or 
as soon as your reservations are made.   
 
PLEASE forward travel information for your delegation by 1 September 2008 using the attached 
Form. 
 
The GOC would also like to request that you form a relationship with your preferred Airline 
carrier. Please be sure to advise them of your travel situation (i.e. you are traveling in a large 
group, ensuring no one gets separated from your group en route to Idaho). Also, ask your sales 
agent to waive excess baggage fees, as it is likely you will be traveling with excess and oversized 
competition equipment.  
 

http://www.inidaho.com/
mailto:delegationservices@2009WorldGames.org
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4. Additional Staff Fee 
For those Delegations that were granted AS (Additional Staff) per their Regional Sport Directors 
in the quota allocations, the fee for each individual is $1180.00 (USD).  This Fee will cover 
on-site transportation, accommodations, and meal cost. 
 
This payment MUST be made to the GOC: 

1. Prior to ȅƻǳǊ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ arrival, or 
2. Upon arrival at the Delegation Welcome Center.   

 
If payments are not made at one of these times, AS individuals will not be part of the 
Delegation and will not receive credentials, housing or any other entitlements from the Games 
Organizing Committee.  
 
This payment can be made several ways. 
 
1. By wire transfer  
 

Name of Account:   2009 Special Olympics World Winter Games  
Bank:      Bank of America 
Bank Account Number:  485001642697 
ABA Routing Number:   323070380  
SWIFT CODE (for international wires):   bofaus3n 
 
Bank Address:     BAID ς Boise Private Banking 

280 S. Capitol Boulevard 
Boise, Idaho, USA 83702 
ATTN:  TERRANCE GREEN 
VP Client Manager Business Banking 
+1- 208- 395-2235 

2. By check 
 

2009 Special Olympics World Winter Games 
Attention: Bruce Schrepple 
Delegation Services / AS Fee 
3150 W. Main Street 
Boise, Idaho, USA  83702 

 
Please make checks payable to:  άнллф {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ hƭȅƳǇƛŎǎ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ƛƴǘŜǊ DŀƳŜǎέΦ  ¢ƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ŘǳŜ 
date for payment is 6 January 2009. 
 

5. Heads of Delegations 
Communication between the GOC and Delegations is critical to staging a successful event.  We 
have not received contact information for Heads of Delegations and Family Coordinators from 
many programs. A list of contact information that the GOC has received has been sent to your 
Regional Sports Director. If you have not sent in the name of your Head of Delegation and 
Family Coordinator with contact information please do so as soon as possible.  
delegationservices@2009WorldGames.org  Note: If you elect to not send in Family 
Coordinator name, the GOC will send all Family info to the Head of Delegation (HOD). 
 

mailto:delegationservices@2009WorldGames.org


 
 

- 5/11 - 
Delegation Update Issue 4 ï August 2008 

 

Additionally, please help us prioritize the information we include in this newsletter by sending 
us suggestions on topics for the next issue.  Please send those suggestions on to 
delegationservices@2009WorldGames.org . 
 

 
6.  Host Town Reminders 
  
Official Start Date: The Host Town Program will begin officially on February 4th and continue until 
the morning of February 7th.  If you have not already, please confirm you will participate in the 
Host Town Program by 30 September 2008.   
 
"Home Stay" Host Town Program 
The GOC intends to duplicate the successful Host Town program implemented at the Invitational 
Games last February.  This Program was based on a "home stay" concept in which Delegation 
members stayed in ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ CŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ƘƻƳŜǎΦ  The 2009 GOC recognizes that due to cultural 
sensitivities not all programs may be able to participate in a "home stay" Host Town Program.   In 
order to ensure all delegations have the opportunity to participate in the Host Town Program 
and assess any need to develop alternate plans the GOC needs to know if any programs will not 
participate in a "home stay" Host Town Program.  If your Delegation will not accept a άƘƻƳŜ  
ǎǘŀȅέ Iƻǎǘ ¢ƻǿƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ please inform the Delegation Services Department at: 
delegationservices@2009WorldGames.org . The deadline for responding to this request is 30 
September 2008.  If the GOC does not receive a response by the deadline it will be assumed 
that home stay" arrangements will be acceptable for your Delegation.  If a request 
to have alternate accommodations arrangements is received after the deadline the Delegation will 
be responsible for the accommodation costs.    
   
Delegation Communication 
Please send your Host Town registration Forms to delegationservices@2009WorldGames.org.  For 
the purposes of providing clear and consistent responses to your inquiries in a timely manner the 
GOC would like all communication to flow through one point of contact. 
 
7. Visa Information 
Visas ς Please consult the following website concerning updated information on visa requirements 
for travel to the U.S.  - . http://www.unitedstatesvisas.gov/ 

Apply Early 

Recent changes in U.S. visa laws and regulations have increased the amount of time it can 
take to get a visa. Stricter security measures require more thorough checks and lengthen 
the visa application process but ensure the safety of visitors and U.S. citizens alike. 

Even with significant improvements being made in speeding up visa processing, it is 
inevitable that delays will sometimes occur. Processing times will vary. Please contact 
your nearest embassy or consulate for a current time estimate and planning 
recommendations 

Visa Waiver Countries - Please note that the U.S. Government's Department of Homeland 
Security's new on-line Electronic System for Travel Authorization(ESTA) requirements will go into 

mailto:delegationservices@2009WorldGames.org
mailto:delegationservices@2009WorldGames.org
mailto:delegationservices@2009WorldGames.org
http://www.unitedstatesvisas.gov/
http://travel.state.gov/visa/questions_embassy.html


 
 

- 6/11 - 
Delegation Update Issue 4 ï August 2008 

 

effect on January 12, 2009 for visa waiver countries.  Please review the new requirements at the 
following web address: http://www.cbp.gov and be sure to check with the nearest U.S. embassy or 
consulates for updates prior to your departure.  
 
Special Olympics Invitation Letters: We recognize some programs need official letters of Invitation 
with delegation numbers and the dates of the games in order to secure financial support for your 
delegation. SOI is in the process of distributing official Invitations which will include the dates of the 
Games and your quota number as approved by your Regional Sports Director. 
 
Special Olympics Registration Letters: Upon the full completion of your Registration materials a 
second letter will be sent to each Delegation confirming the names of all registered Delegation 
members.  The sooner your registration materials are completed the sooner this letter can be 
sent.  
 
 
8.  Games Registration Materials Due Date Reminder 
As a reminder to all programs, competition materials for your program are due on 13 October 2008.  
Materials can be submitted and entered into GMS prior this deadline.  Please do not wait until 13 
October to enter your registrations into the database.  The sooner you submit your entries the 
sooner the Delegation Services department can provide you with the needed verification 
paperwork for your travels to Boise, Idaho, USA. 
 
9.  SPORTS FOCUS- Next issue of the Delegation Update 
The next Delegation Update (September issue) will focus on the sports and venue elements for 
the World Winter Games.  The Technical Delegates will be traveling to Boise, Idaho, USA in early 
September and we will share all updates and information on the sports and venues with the 
programs in the next issue.  If you have questions related to the venues or sports, please forward 
those to the Delegation Services Department so we can work with the Sports Department to get 
responses.  

Email: delegationservices@2009WorldGames.org    Fax Number: +1 (208) 939-5508 
 
10.  Vaccines 
Information below was collected by several sources in order to provide information to delegations 
about vaccines preferred for entry into the United States of America.  Based on information from 
the Centers for Disease Control (CDC), immunizations are not required for people entering the 
United States but several vaccines are highly encouraged.  Those encouraged vaccines include the 
following-  tetanus, diphtheria, polio, rabies, typhoid, hepatitis A and B, meningococcal disease, 
yellow fever, Japanese encephalitis, and influenza.(11) 
 
11.  Advanced Delegate Meeting 
The Advanced Delegate/HOD meeting is confirmed for Tuesday 6 February 2008.  Meeting will 
run from 6:00pm to 7:30pm in the Summit Room at the Center on the Grove in downtown Boise.  
This meeting room will be the meeting room we utilize for all of the Daily HOD Meetings.  The 
Dh/ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ Ih5Ωǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ from host town locations to the meeting.  Details 
about these arrangements will be available in the next Delegation Update (September 2008).  
Please plan accordingly so you can attend on 6 February and get all of the details on transition from 
Host Town to Games housing, Opening Ceremony and other relevant items at the start of the 
Games.  
 

mailto:delegationservices@2009WorldGames.org
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12.  Guest Program Update 
At the 2009 Special Olympics World Winter Games, Special Olympics and the Games Organizing 
Committee will unveil a new two-part program to welcome and host guests of the Games:  The 
All-Star Fan Program and the Most Valuable Player (MVP) Fan Program.  Closely tied to the values 
of the Be A Fan campaign, both programs share the goal of offering invited guests an experience 
which leads to long-term involvement and advocacy in support of the Special Olympics movement.  
The All-Star Fan and MVP Fan programs will provide Regions, Programs, the GOC and Special 
Olympics Headquarters the opportunity to bring together established leaders and reenergize their 
commitment to the movement while inspiring them by the examples of the athletes. 
 
The All-Star Fan program will bring together a single, select group of individuals from both Special 
Olympics and the Games Organizing Committee to experience a highly managed program of 
participation and athlete engagement.  Through this program, we hope to identify prospective 
leaders interested in our global efforts, inspire them by the examples of the athletes and offer an 
ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ōƻƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭƭȅ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ƎǳŜǎǘ 
experience.  Nominations for the All-Star Fan program have already been identified through 
Regional Offices and the GOC, and the invitation process is underway. 
 
The MVP Fan program is designed to engage and recognize, by region and country, the program 
leaders, dignitaries and supporters whose efforts and commitments are so critical to the expansion 
and sustainability of our work.  This program will provide the tools and resources to the Programs, 
Regional Offices, GOC and SOI Staff to be able to host their guests in Boise.  With basic services 
provided by the Games, each MVP Fan program participant will be directly tied to the Program, 
Regional Office, GOC or SOI Office to deliver an experience that further engages them in the 
movement.   
 
MVP Fan participants will receive: 
 
Á Invitations, Registration (both online and offline process) 
Á Access to the MVP Fan Center in Boise where MVP Fans can pick up their Welcome Packet, 

Credentials and Games information 
Á Access to select housing through a dedicated travel agency  
Á Access to Games shuttles and ability to book dedicated transportation through a travel 

agency 
Á Tickets to Opening and Closing Ceremonies 
Á Hospitality at Games venues through access to special lounges 
Á Awards presentation opportunities 
Á Invitation to select Special Events 

 
Special Olympics Programs, Regional Offices and SOI Offices will be responsible for: 
 
Á Nominating MVP Fan guests and filtering lists to make sure nominees meet the criteria 
Á Hosting your Program, Regional or SOI Office MVP Fans in Boise 
Á Follow-up with your MVP Fans to encourage future engagement in the movement 

 
Nominations for the MVP Fan program were sent out on Friday, August 22, 2008 through the 
Regional Offices.  If you have any questions, please contact your regional office, or Joanne 
Maldonado at jmaldonado@specialolympics.org. 
 

mailto:jmaldonado@specialolympics.org
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13. **Deadline Reminder** 
 
Deadline Summary: 

Date Item 

1 September 2008 Due date for Arrival and Departure Flight Info 

30 September 2008 Host Town/Home Stay notification due 

13 October 2008 All Games Registration materials due 

6 January 2009 The final due date for payment for AS Staff 

12 January 2009 Deadline to activate an alternate 

 
** THOSE DELEGATIONS THAT HAVE NOT SENT IN THEIR HOD OR FAMILY COORDINATOR 

DESIGNATION FORM PLEASE DO SO IMMEDIATELY** 
 
Email: delegationservices@2009WorldGames.org or Fax: +1 (208) 938 5508. **Forms Attached**  
 
*Please note the GOC has launched a new website.  Please check the site for updates: 
www.2009worldgames.org 
 
 
August/September Checklist 

Task Description 

Travel Information Have you submitted your arrival and departure 
information to the GOC? 

Sport Equipment / Uniforms Have you sourced proper sports equipment and 
uniforms per Special Olympics and International 
Sport Federation Rules? 

HoD and Family Coordinator Have you submitted contact information for 
your HOD and Family Coordinator to the GOC? 

Visas Have you familiarized yourself with any visa 
requirements for your delegation 
(http://travel.state.gov/visa/visa_1750.html)? 

Host Town Have you informed the GOC if you are 
participating in the Host Town Program or not? 
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http://www.2009worldgames.org/


 
 

- 9/11 - 
Delegation Update Issue 4 ï August 2008 

 

Head of Delegation Designation Form 
(Please PRINT in ink using block letters or TYPE) 
                        

Delegation Name                SO Region
                  

 

                         

                         

Delegation Mailing Address 
 

                         

City       State/Province 
 

                           

Country            Postal Code 
 

                           

Telephone (include country and area code)    Fax (include country and area code) 
 
 

Head of Delegation Information 
                          

Family Name    First Name                     MI
    

                            

Email 
 
Delegation Information 

                           

Primary Language       Secondary Language 
 

Please return via fax or email to the 2009 Special Olympics World Winter Games: 
Email: delegationservices@2009WorldGames.org    Fax Number: +1 (208) 939-5508 

** Please return by 15 September 2008** 
 

 

mailto:delegationservices@2009WorldGames.org
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Family Coordinator Designation Form 
(Please PRINT in ink using block letters or TYPE) 
                        

Delegation Name                SO Region
                  

 

                         

                         

Delegation Mailing Address 
 

                         

City       State/Province 
 

                           

Country            Postal Code 
 

                           

Telephone (include country and area code)    Fax (include country and area code) 
 
 

Family Coordinator Information 
                          

Family Name    First Name                     MI
    

                            

Email 
 
Delegation Information 

                           

Primary Language       Secondary Language 
 

Please return via fax or email to the 2009 Special Olympics World Winter Games: 
Email: delegationservices@2009WorldGames.org    Fax Number: +1 (208) 939-5508 

** Please return by 15 September 2008** 
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FORM H ð Delegation Travel Itinerary   DUE 1 SEPTEMBER  
Once your Delegation has finalized its travel plans, you must submit this form  to 

SOI/GOC. 
Please return via fax or email to the 2009 Special Olympics World Winter Games: 

Email: delegationservices@2009WorldGames.org    Fax Number: +1 (208) 939-5508  

 

 

                     

Delegation Name            
 

Total Number Traveling with Delegation ______  

 

Departure Information  

 Date Airport  Airline and 

Flight Number  

Departure 

Time  

Arrival 

Time  

Arrival City/Airport  

1       

2       

3       

4       

5       

Return Information  

1       

2       

3       

4       

5       

 

Departure Information  

 Date Airport  Airline and 

Flight Number  

Departure 

Time  

Arrival 

Time  

Arrival 

City/Airport  

1 26 Jan 
09  

Moscow (SVO) Lufthansa 3197  0550 0710 Munich (MUC)   

2 26 Jan 
09 

Munich (MUC)  United 88 60 1100 1440 Los Angles (LAX)  

3 26 Jan 
09 

Los Angles (LAX)  United 6505  1650 1956 Boise (BOI)  

4       

Return Information  

1 14 Feb 
09 

Boise (BOI)  United 6382  1041 1128  San Francisco (SFO)  

2 14 Feb 
09 

San Francisco 
(SFO) 

United 900  1340 0945 Frankfurt (FRA)  

3 15 Feb 
09 

Frankfurt (FRA)  Lufthansa 3198  1040 1540 Moscow (SVO) 

4       

mailto:delegationservices@2009WorldGames.org

