
 
 
 
For Immediate Release 

 
2009 Special Olympics World Winter Games  

Announces Staff Additions to Development Team 
 

(March 13, 2008) Boise, Idahoτ2009 Special Olympics World Winter Games CEO and Chairman Chip Fisher 
announced today the addition of three new staff members.  Daniel Faricy has been named Senior Vice 
President of Development, Jean Pierre άWtέ Benlian has been named Director of Corporate Development and 
Lisa Fisher has been named Director of Foundation and Grant Development.   
 
άLƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ŀƴ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŀƎƴƛǘǳŘŜΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ Ǿƛǘŀƭ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΣέ ǎŀƛŘ CƛǎƘŜǊ 
(Chairman)Φ  ά²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ knowledge and experience each of these individuals brings to the table, I expect 
nothing less than the best from our recent additions to the Games Development TeamΦέ   
 
Daniel Faricy ς Faricy offers 20 years of experience in entrepreneurial executive management of company 
growth, sales development and marketing expertise, most recently exercised in key executive positions with 
Wirestone, LLC, a $24 million Interactive Marketing Agency in Boise. Through identifying key opportunities 
and restructuring existing operations to reach optimum performance levels, he has directly impacted 
profitability and revenue growth for many significant companies including Hewlett Packard.  He obtained his 
M.B.A. from Northeastern University in Boston, Massachusetts and a B.A. in Accounting from the University 
of St. Thomas, St. Paul, Minnesota. 
 
WŜŀƴ tƛŜǊǊŜ άWtέ .Ŝƴƭƛŀƴ - Benlian brings more than 20 years experience to the Games from his time at Xerox 
and HP in dealing with Fortune 500 companies. He has worked with complex distribution channels, including 
creating measurably successful channel strategies for both the launches of HP MFP product lines and HP Pay 
Per Use Services.  Benlian received his undergraduate degree in business from Pepperdine University in 
Malibu, California.  His background and expertise provide an ideal complement to the Games Development 
Team. 
 
Lisa Fisher ς Prior to joining the Games team, Fisher worked as an educator and administrator in private, 
independent and international schools, and as an educational consultant for nearly 15 years.  She served as 
the Director of the Lower, Middle, and Upper Schools, the Director of College Counseling, and the Assistant 
Head of School at Riverstone International School (Boise, Idaho), the first International Baccalaureate (IB) 
School in the State of Idaho.  Fisher ƛǎ ŀ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ .ƻŀǊŘ /ŜǊǘƛŦƛŜŘ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘ ƛƴ LŘŀƘƻΩǎ 
history of the Natioƴŀƭ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ !ǎǇƛǊƛƴƎ IŜŀŘǎ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇΦ  Lƴ нллрΣ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ 
of eight in the United States to become a finalist for the Richard Farrell Teacher of Merit Award and was 
awarded the NHD Idaho Teacher of the Year Award.  Prior to her career in education, Fisher worked in 
design, merchandising, production and sales for outerwear and eyewear companies both in the United States 
and in Europe. She received her B.A. from Wellesley College in Wellesley, Massachusetts and her M.A.T. from 
the College of Idaho. 
 
 
 



About the 2009 Special Olympics World Winter Games:                
The 2009 Special Olympics World Winter Games will be held in Idaho, USA, February 6-13, 2009 and will 
include up to 3,000 athletes from as many as 85 countries and 6,000 volunteers. Competition will take place 
in seven winter sports ς Alpine Skiing, Cross-Country Skiing, Figure Skating, Floor Hockey, Snowboarding, 
Snowshoeing and Speed Skating. Competition and activities will be in communities and venues throughout 
Idaho including Bogus Basin, Boise State University, Qwest Arena, Idaho Ice World, Sun Valley Resort and 
Tamarack Resort.    
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CONTACT: 
Michele Walker, Senior Director, Communications 
2009 Special Olympics World Winter Games, Boise, Idaho, USA 
208.377.7168 ~ Michele.Walker@2009WorldGames.org 
www.2009WorldGames.org 
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