
 

 
 
 
For Immediate Release 

 
 

2009 Special Olympics World Winter Games  
Venues Announced 

 
(May 29, 2008) Boise, Idaho ς World Winter Games CEO and Chairman Chip Fisher announced today the 
confirmation of dates and venues for the 2009 Special Olympics World Winter Games.  The 2009 Special Olympics 
World Winter Games will be held February 7-13, 2009, and competition events will take place at the following 
venues:  
 

EVENT LOCATION 

Alpine Skiing Bogus Basin (Boise, Idaho) 

Figure Skating Qwest Arena (Boise, Idaho) 

Floor Hockey Expo Idaho (Boise, Idaho) 

Speed Skating Idaho Ice World (Boise, Idaho) 

Cross-Country Skiing Sun Valley Resort Nordic Center (Sun Valley, Idaho) 

Snowboarding Dollar Mountain (Sun Valley, Idaho) 

Snowshoeing Ponderosa State Park (McCall, Idaho) 

 
 
Additionally, Opening and Closing Ceremonies will be held at the Idaho Center in Nampa, Idaho.  
 
ά¢Ƙƛǎ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǘŜǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ƛƴǘŜǊ DŀƳŜǎΣέ ǎŀƛŘ CƛǎƘŜǊΦ  ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ 
making great progress in the planning stages and preparing to put on the best Games the world has ever seen.έ   
 
ά¢ƘŜ нллф {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ Olympics World Winter Games is the opportunity of a lifetime, ǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ LŘŀƘƻ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ 
stageΣέ ǎŀƛŘ Idaho DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ /Φ[Φ ά.ǳǘŎƘέ hǘǘŜǊ.  ά¢ƘŜ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ of venues across southwestern Idaho will give the 
Games a greater reach, allowing more Idaho residents the opportunity to be a part of this epic event, something 
we should all be proud to support as Idahoans.  Between the scenic beauty of our state and the hospitality of our 
people, there is no doubt in my mind ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŜƴ LŘŀƘƻ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ƻǳǊ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƘƛƴŜΦέ    
 
Though some venues have been altered including Opening and Closing Ceremonies sites, as well as Floor Hockey, 
Snowboarding and Snowshoeing, the goal of these changes is to ensure that all competitions are conducted at the 
best suited venues that meet the needs of the athletes and guests, as well as to better serve the needs required to 
host these world class events. 
 
άAfter careful consideration, I am confident we have chosen the best venues and locations to serve as successful 
sites for this world-class ŜǾŜƴǘΣέ ǎŀƛŘ CƛǎƘŜǊΦ  ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ 
ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǿŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǘƻ LŘŀƘƻΦέ 
 
With the 2009 Special Olympics World Winter Games venues finalized, the state of Idaho continues to prepare for 
the arrival of international athletes, delegates, coaches, families, officials and fans that will travel to Idaho for the 
Games this February.   



 

 
άIƻǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ нллф {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ hƭȅƳǇƛŎǎ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ƛƴǘŜǊ DŀƳŜǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜǎ ŀ ǊŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ LŘŀƘo to 
host ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΣέ ǎŀƛŘ .ƻōōƛŜ Patterson, Executive Director, Boise Convention & Visitors 
Bureau.  ñSelecting competition venues in different parts of the state will allow more Idaho residents to take an 
active part in these Games, both as volunteers and spectators.  The economic impact of the Games will be 
ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘƛƴƎ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ǾŀƭǳŜ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦέ   
 
About the 2009 Special Olympics World Winter Games:                
The 2009 Special Olympics World Winter Games will be held in Idaho, USA, February 7-13, 2009 and will include up 
to 3,000 athletes from more than 100 countries and 6,000 volunteers. Competition will take place in seven winter 
sports ς Alpine Skiing, Cross-Country Skiing, Figure Skating, Floor Hockey, Snowboarding, Snowshoeing and Speed 
Skating. Competition and other activities will take place in communities and venues throughout Idaho. 
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CONTACT: 
Justine Sgalio, Manager, Media Relations and Communications  
2009 Special Olympics World Winter Games 
208.919.1062 
 Justine.Sgalio@2009WorldGames.org  
www.2009WorldGames.org  
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